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City Center Square, 12" and Main
In collaboration with Urban Culture Project presents
Commemorating The Everyday, Today — a window installation by Kati Toivanen
Debuting Friday, October 17 in conjunction with
UCP’s Third Friday Art Downtown

City Center Square and Urban Culture Project are pleased to announce the upcoming debut of
“Commemorating the Everyday, Today,” a window installation by Kansas City-based artist and 2001
Charlotte Street Foundation Visual Artist Award recipient Kati Toivanen. To remain on view for
approximately one year, the installation was commissioned by City Center Square for its north-facing
window on 12" Street, just west of Main, through an open call to artists facilitated by Urban Culture
Project. The installation relates to the United States Post Office located within City Center Square,
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specifically taking the idea of the postage stamp as
inspiration.

“Postage stamps adorning letters and cards
represent a communal celebration of people, places,
and events,” said Toivanen. “Physically sending
sentiments by mail is an increasingly rare choice, and
therefore it becomes a cherished and special
occasion. For the City Center Square Window
Installation | drew inspiration from the
commemorative and precious aspect of postage
stamps but wanted instead to celebrate private,
everyday life -- in a very public setting.”
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Depicting toys, remnants of play, and domestic debris, the imagery specifically elevates the mundane
iconography characteristic of the experience of parenting a young child. With trimmed decorative edges,
Toivanen’s photographs emulate the appearance of postage stamps, and, like stamps, many of them
feature a singular character or an object, similar to a famous person, flower, or animal. Other digital
compositions reveal subjective environments while loosely referencing geographic landmarks and
regions. Suggestive of a commercial storefront presentation, the project highlights the commonplace to
promote the appreciation of the ordinary experience. In Toivanen's installation, the wonder, innocence,
and excitement of childhood are brought back to life as the images commemorate the everyday, today.

Kati Toivanen is an Associate Professor in the Art & Art History Department at University of Missouri-
Kansas City. Her works are available through the Byron C. Cohen Gallery for Contemporary Art, Kansas
City, MO.

Also opening Friday, October 17, 6-9pm as part of Urban Culture Project’s Third Friday Art Downtown:

On View

Paragraph |23 East 12" Street, KCMO | 816.221.5115

Reception: October 17, 6-9pm

October 17-November 13, 2008

Hours: Thursdays + Saturdays, 12-5pm

“On View” presents the work of six artists who work as gallery guards at the Nelson-Atkins Museum of
Art: Andy Maugh, Zak Meek, Shawn Old, Colby Sempek, Ascot Smith and Amy Wright. Exhibition curator
Marcos Gonzalez, a recent graduate of Rockhurst University in Philosophy, worked alongside these
artists at the Nelson until recently as a fellow security officer himself.

“This show creates a venue where these artists can be seen by a public that doesn’t usually notice their
presence, a public they watch constantly,” writes curator Marcos Gonzalez. Gonzalez is interested in the
phenomenology of the museum as understood from the perspective of the artist-guard: How are the
artistic temperaments of these full-time artist-guards affected by the dynamics of the museum, the
Nelson’s collection, and the patrons viewing it? How does their work as paid “people watchers” put
these artists uniquely in touch with the public’s cultural spirit and standards of taste? How does their
own work embody and reflect these insights?

Parallax: Amy Casey, Amy Kligman & Minerva Ortiz

Project Space |21 East 12" Street

Reception: October 17, 6-9pm

October 17-November 13

Hours: Thursdays + Saturdays, 12-5pm

Parallax features the work of three emerging painters based in the Midwest: Amy Casey (Cleveland,
OH), Amy Kligman (Kansas City, MO) and Minerva Ortiz (Lawrence, KS.) Sharing a sense of melancholic
whimsy and quiet strangeness, their artworks weave together aspects of fantasy and reality, alluding to
distance between private imagination and public realm.

Open Studios
Bonfils | 125 East 12" Street
Friday, October 17, 6-9pm



UCP Studio Residents Rachelle Gardner, Allan Winkler, Heather Brown, Robert Heishman, Jess Owens,
and Brent Cox open their studios to the public. UCP grants KC based artists free studios for one year
terms through its Studio Program.

Open Studios

pARTnership Place

906 Grand, 13" floor

Friday, October 17, 6-9pm

Featuring UCP Studio Residents Lee Piechocki, Graham Zuelke, Jasmine Zelaya, Audra Brandt, Justin
Farkas, Julie Portratz, and Erica Leohner.

An initiative of the Charlotte Street Foundation, Urban Culture Project creates new opportunities for
artists of all disciplines and contributes to urban revitalization by transforming spaces in downtown
Kansas City into new venues for multi-disciplinary contemporary arts programming. For more
information, visit www.urbancultureproject.org and www.charlottestreet.org; or email
info@charlottestreet.org.
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