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[THE COPPELIA PROJECILOWN BALLETTINREE ACTTS

LONGER, _
FRINGE FEST LOOMS

The KC Fringe Festival this
year expands to a solid week,
July 21-27.

The lineup is expected to be
finalized soon, but so far we’ve
been told that five burlesque (or
neo-burlesque, if your prefer)
groups will perform; actor/di-
rector/choreographer = Heidi
Stubblefield will stage a “clown
ballet”; and Kansas City Reper-
tory Theatre’s new assistant art-
istic director, Kyle Hatley, will
' stage two pieces: “Six,” a live au-
dio show Hatley described as
“deep and extremely violent,”
and a blues musical version of
“Electra.” -

Festival coordinator ‘Cheryl
- Kimmi said the festival will oc-
cupy broader geographical pa-
rameters than ever before.
Events will be scheduled for the
River Market, downtown, 18th
and Vine, the Just Off Broadway
Theatre, the Plaza Library,

Crown Center and, for the first
time, the West Bottoms.
Kimmi said there will be more

sum fun
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Actor/director/choreographer Heidi Stubblefield will stage a
“clown ballet” at this year’s KC Fringe Festival.

visual art this year, and she ex-
pects the schedule to be “really
heavy on dance, improv and

music.” She said the expanded .

schedule was at the request of
artists who participated in pre-
vious festivals.

“The artists want to have time
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to see more shows,” she said.
“And when we had such a short
festival and had shows every
night, they couldn’t get around
to see other people’s work.”

The festival's Web site is
www.kcfringe.org.
| Robert Trussell, The Star
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Kansas City Fringe Festival opens

By ROBERT TRUSSELL
The Kansas City Star
Vanessa Severo never thinks about it. But she does.

Her friends never think about it. Except they do.

Audiences rarely noticeit Wen t hey do,

When theatergoers turn out for AThe Coppeli a
will see a side of Severo theyodve probably ne
The 30yearold actress was born with only a thumb on her left hand. In coldishe became

skilled at hiding it. As an adult she became equally skilled at hiding it on stage. The first time

this critic saw her perform, he didndt notice
And Severo has been seen a lot thisgyean Steven  Eubankds production of
Angry Inch, 0 understudying all the female cha
delivering a riveting turn in the Actors Thea
beginning rehearsals for the next Actorsdier e show, ATaking Sides. 0
But as Severo and her c¢close friend, actress/d
Projectdo for the Fringe Festival, they came t
look.

Al t 6s n onv ealtheater and it codfrentsplibabilgies,cphysical disabilities as well as
hidden ones, 0 Stubblefield said.

Severo wonodét wuse the word Adisabilityo to des

that way. For her, it is what it is.

il 6ve tdlendofdofullo ut and make it in your face, 0 Sce
because in the confines of a clown show you ¢
humor in it, and | didndéVYamwanga.tdhi s piece to

And, yes,a clown show is what it is. Stubblefield was trained in physical theater and is an

accomplished clown in the European tradition.
everything she knows about performing without speaking. She has subtitledrtheui®
production AA Clown Ballet in Three Acts. 0
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Stubblefield conceived the show | ast winter w
the dinner theater.

Al was thinking about it over Christmaslti me w
didndét have any jobs coming up, and | deci ded
for myself, o0 she said. fiSo | told my story to
of sounds |li ke 6Coppelia.d o

That | ed her t German Wwriger ESTaAn Hoffmeannoon twhich Léo Delibes

based his comic ballet, fACoppelia.o In the 18
mechanical doll . The relationship doesndét end
Altés not a funny storyeepyhe® said. Altds rea
I n Stubblefieldds version, Dr. Coppelius (pla
perfect human | i keness. I n AThe Coppelia Pro]j

imperfect.

The first doll, played by Marisa Mackay, is be&ulton the outside but not very nice because,
Stubbl efield said, fishe is repulsed by the in
wiring defect that prevents her from judging spatial distances and as a result is always running

into things.

Thethird doll (Severo) wears gloves and looks perfect until a young workshop intruder (Doogin
Brown) breaks her hand. At that point, the gl
left hand as it actually is.

Stubblefield said she wanted Severo infleze from the very beginning.

AUl ti mately, itoés about her, 0 Stubblefield sa
behol der . | al ways thought about her in it be
beautiful, and she has one thing adot of people know about unless they look very closely. But

she can stand on her hands. She can walk on h
mani pul ated a puppet. She can do anything. Th

As Severo describes it, she approachest challenges with an iron will.

When she was 7 she began doing gymnastics on the uneven bars. She got blisters on her left
hand, but she did it:Gol GifiTrouetCdmfsds gyie@mam D so ff
be a convincing pole dancer.

Once, when she |ived in San Francisco, she wa:c
director didndét notice her hand wuntil two wee
added to her costume and considered rewriting dialogue so that soomestage might say,

AWhat 6s wrong with your hand?o

3| Page



FHEREANAVIANEN [THE COPPELIA PROJECILOWN BALLETTINREE ACTTS

Severo walked.

Altdéds quite a triumph to do a show and have n
the performance, 0 she said. AThis i sthd he firs
audience get an eyeful. Il n a way this iIs a tu
Stubblefield said the piece was created by everyone in the cast. At first the individual dolls

rehearsed separately with Brown and Averill, who will provide some of the music with live
performances on banjo, mandolin and fiddle.

Altés been very much an ensemble piece, altho

veteran actor/director/composer and founder of the Sed®e-Players in Lawrence.
But Severo said itowmaké&t 8bbeerbdbdsel Hadandi drai nt

AShe came up with the glove and took that fir
and wedre going to show pdar.cdnt hawt ttoh éoree ,1 100

Severo saidhat in a way she feels liberated, but she rejects the notion that the performance is a
special act of bravery.

Al think anybody who is different and is wild/l
do what they wantl ém jjestbrlaeieng whe kaamwmh. 0f
THE SHOW

AThe Coppelia Projecto will be per f98pmed at 8

Friday and 4 p.m. Sunday at Just Off Broadway Theatre, 3051 Central. Tickets cost $10. To buy
tickets to individual shows festivgloers must buy a festival button for $5. Buttons and tickets
can be charged in advancenatw.kcfringe.org

4| Page


http://www.kcfringe.org/

FHEREANAVIANEN [THE COPPELIA PROJECILOWN BALLETTINREE ACTTS

Ami d a splendi d cast, S
Coppel i a P rygs -

7/23/08

By ROBERT TRUSSELL

The Kansas City Star

Do this job long enough and expectations set i

You expect certain directors to deliver the goods. You expect certain theater companies to hit
you with challenging material. And you expeettain actors to turn in exceptional performances

because thatdés what they normally do.

Vanessa Severo is just such an actor and in d
Coppelia Projecto she del i ventivethayoshavegoul ar per
mar v el at her creative resources. Thatos sayi

filled with inventive performances.

Subtitled AA Clown Ballet in Three Acts, o0 thi
Accessilte Arts unfolds with minimal spoken dialogue but with plenty of music, some recorded,

some performed live. The costuming and performing styles are influenced by a European style of
clowning that goes back hundreds of years.

Ric Averill is Dr. CoppeliusCoppola, an inventor whose specialty seems to besidfed

mechanical dolls. Wearing a red nose, a frock coat and shoes that squeak when he walks,
CoppelusCoppola communicates only by playing his violin. A running gag has Doogin Brown

as AThe Podkay whob hdaesl iaveri ng stuff o (thatds hc
deliveries to the workshop that require the d
violin bow, sometimes making a si mpwitkani X, 0 s o
endless scrawl.

This is really the story of an inventor who ¢
who eventually make a break for freedom.

His first creation is a pointe dancer, played by Marisa MacKay, who wants nothing tthdo w

her creator. When the bumbling Poet suddenly appears he first believes her to be real but quickly
figures out sheos -tedarduridigidsi he sees hét takeneaslas aygoado n g u e
thing. Everything goes wrong when he tries to adjustihdad, which have a way of thwacking

him on the head when he least expects it.
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Eventually Dr. Coppelius discovers the Poet I
chases him from the workshop. Coppelius realizes that he has created an impéd@ct dol
brutally consigns her to the trash can.

Br own, by the way, turns in another superior
persona works perfectly in this show.

The doctoro6s next creation (KalenyCompernoll e
uncontrolled way, wrapping her arms around anyone who happens to be present. The Poet
reappears and once again things go wrong. Com
impressive.

At least we come to his third creation, the one played by 8e€estumed in elegant gloves up
to her elbows, Severo initially looks like a dream vision. But when the Poet returns he mucks
things again, fAbreakingo her | eft hand by rem

Severo was born with only one fully formed digit on her left harttithis reality becomes

central to the final sequence in the show. I n
with Brown using paintbrushes, shoves him around the room and shows us a doll that seems

filled with an irrepressible human spirit.

Coppel i us returns, depressed by his failures, al
he doesné6t count on is their willingness to r
devilish gleam clearly identifies her as the ringleader.

Stubblefi¢ d di rects the proceedings with a delicat
but often with an underlying gritty reality. That may be why the image of the mechanical dolls
leaving the workshop and venturing out into the wide world is undigrpalgnant.

Stubblefield calls this a work in progress bu
this splendid cast, AThe Coppelia Projecto | o
Addi ti onal peEhhd oConameleisa ofPr dgij ect 0 wi | | be at ¢

Friday and 4 p.m. Sunday. Admission is $10 with a $5 festival button. For more information, go
to www.kcfringe.org
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Breaking Fringe Fest news: Coppelia Project
extended

7/20/2008 Kansas City Star

AThe Coppelia Project: A Clown Ballet in Thre
transfer to the Off Center Theatre for one more weekend of performances.

The show, conceived and directed by Heidi Stubblefialdl developed by Stubblefield with her
actorsi Ric Averill, Vanessa Severo, Marisa MacKay, Kalen Compornolle and Doogin Brown
will be performed at 7:30 p.m. on Friday Aug. 1 and Saturday Aug. 2, and 2 p.m. Aug. 3.

The performance runs about 45 minufiéskets cost $10. Tickets are available through the
American Heartland Theatre box office at 8420202 orwww.ahtkc.com

The Off Center Theatre is on the third level of Crown Center Shops.

Robert Trussell | The Star
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