
URBAN CULTURE PROJECT 
CALL FOR EXHIBITION, PERFORMANCE AND PROJECT PROPOSALS 

 
NEXT DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 23, 2009 

(FOR PROGRAMMING TO BE SCHEDULED FROM APRIL-DECEMBER 2009) 
 
Launched in 2003 as an initiative of the Charlotte Street Foundation, Urban Culture Project creates new 
opportunities for artists of all disciplines and contributes to urban revitalization by transforming spaces in 
downtown Kansas City into new venues for multi-disciplinary contemporary arts programming.   
 
CURRENTLY, UCP OPERATES THREE PRESENTING VENUES:  
Paragraph Gallery – 23 East 12th Street, KCMO 
Project Space – 21 East 12th Street, KCMO 
La Esquina – 1000 West 25th Street, KCMO 
For more about Urban Culture Project and these spaces, visit 
http://www.charlottestreet.org/initiatives/urban-culture-project/ 
 
URBAN CULTURE PROJECT’S VISION IS TO SERVE AS A HUB FOR ARTISTS AND CULTURAL PRODUCERS, AND 
TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE CREATIVE VITALITY OF OUR AREA. THROUGH ITS CONTEMPORARY ARTS 
PROGRAMMING, UCP SEEKS TO: 

 Encourage and foster new and experimental work of the highest quality  

 Engage the participation of a diverse community of artists and cultural producers of all disciplines  

 Bring together a mix of young, emerging, and established artists, including local, regional and national 
artists 

 Foster collaboration and exchange among artists, arts and cultural organizations,  and audiences 
 

ABOUT SUBMITTING A PROPOSAL: 
Urban Culture Project invites proposals from artists and curators working in all disciplines whose work is 
contemporarily relevant, site-specific, experimental, and/or collaborative in nature. Proposals accepted will 
include, but are not limited to, visual art exhibitions, installations, original live performances (dance, theater, 
music, performance art, spoken word), video, literary readings, and hybrid forms thereof. Exhibitions 
typically run 4-8 weeks; performances range from one-night events to month-long runs and beyond.  UCP will 
also consider proposals for a series of related exhibitions, performances, screenings, events, etc. 
 
Urban Culture Project offers a modest honorarium for projects to help cover such expenses as materials, 
travel, production assistance, and packing and/or shipping of artworks. UCP also manages promotion and 
press relations for all projects, including producing printed cards/fliers in most cases.  Installation and 
deinstallation is the responsibility of the artist or curator. Assistance can be arranged as available and 
appropriate.  

http://www.charlottestreet.org/initiatives/urban-culture-project/


 
Review process 
Beginning in 2009, proposals will generally be reviewed twice per year by UCP’s Curatorial Committee, a 
multidisciplinary panel of Kansas City area artists and arts professionals. Notification of acceptance will be 
provided within 4-8 weeks of submission deadline.  
 
Review criteria 
Urban Culture Project will give preference to proposals that are: 

 Original and contemporary 

 Non-commercial / difficult to show elsewhere 

 Feasible based on project description and demonstrated ability 

 Collaborative and/or site-specific 

 Inclusive of more than one artist’s work (Paragraph + la Esquina) 

 Inclusive of and responsive to ethnic, cultural, and ideological diversity 

 Conducive to outreach/inreach opportunities, such as related public programs  
 
Proposals should consist of: 

1. Name, title of project, preferred UCP space or spaces, desired timeframe if restricted 
2. Narrative project overview/summary. 

o  Include a description of conceptual intent as well as specific project components and how 
the space will be used.  

o Include floorplans/drawings/renderings as appropriate. 
o Include ideas for related public programs/activities (gallery talks, panel discussions, 

screenings, excursions, and/or potential partnerships with other organizations, educational 
institutions, etc. as appropriate. 

3. Selection of 10-20 jpegs (at least 200 dpi but no larger than 1MB each) and/or audio/video on DVD of 
work to be included or past work relevant to proposed project 

4. Corresponding numbered list of works, including title, date, materials and dimensions 
5. Current resumes for lead/primary artist(s)/curator(s) 
6. List of special needs/equipment needs as applicable 
7. Supplemental materials relevant to proposal. 

 
Please send proposals postmarked by February 23, 2009 to: 
Urban Culture Project Proposals  c/o Charlotte Street Foundation | PO Box 10263 | Kansas City MO 64171 
Or deliver, Monday-Friday, 9-5pm, to CSF’s offices: 
1000 West 25th Street |  Kansas City, MO 64108 | 816.221.5115 
Note, materials will not be returned. Questions:  email kate@charlottestreet.org 


