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CHARLOTTE STREET FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES 2010 VISUAL ARTIST AWARDS FELLOWS 

THREE KANSAS CITY ARTISTS –ARI FISH, SONIE RUFFIN AND CALEB TAYLOR–  
 AWARDED UNRESTRICTED CASH GRANTS OF $10,000 EACH 

 
Charlotte Street Foundation is pleased to announce the selection of three Kansas City artists to receive 
unrestricted cash Awards of $10,000 each in 2010. Selected by a panel of local and national curators from 
a pool of 48 nominated artists, the recipients are Ari Fish, Sonie Ruffin and Caleb Taylor.  
 
Charlotte Street Foundation has now recognized 71 Kansas City based visual artists with Charlotte Street 
Visual Artist Awards, with a total of $452,500 in unrestricted cash grants distributed directly to visual 
artists over thirteen years.  (An additional $25,000 has been awarded to five generative performing 
arǘƛǎǘǎΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /{CΩǎ DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ tŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ !Ǌǘƛǎǘǎ !ǿŀǊŘǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ нллуΦύ An exhibition of the work 
of the 2010 Charlotte Street Visual Artist Awards Fellows will presented at Grand Arts in fall, 2010.  
 
The Charlotte Street Awards recognize Kansas City- based artists who are creating outstanding artwork, 
and provide financial support, critical attention, and increased exposure for these artists with the aim of 
fostering their continued artistic and professional development.  Through the Visual Artist Awards and 
Generative Performing Artist Awards, CSF seeks to contribute to the vitality of Kansas City's art 
community and to enhance Kansas City's desirability as a place for artists to work and live. 
 
About the artists: 
Ari FishΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ bridges fine art and fashion, spanning from conceptually-driven costume and clothing 
design to drawing, performance, and installation. Her creations have been featured in contexts including 
Tompkins Projects, a time-based clothing boutique in New York, NY (2010); Long View Gallery, 
Washington D.C.; Chicks on Speed Pop-up Shop, Barcelona, Spain;  Kunstverein Wolfsburg, Wolfsburg, 
Germany; West Eighteenth Street Fashion ShowΣ Yŀƴǎŀǎ /ƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ¦Ǌōŀƴ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ tŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ 
Gallery, Kansas City.   She has been a costume designŜǊ ŦƻǊ tŜŀŎƘŜǎΩ ά.ƛƭƭƛƻƴaƛǊŜέ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŀƴŘ άL CŜŜƭ 
/ǊŜŀƳέ ǘƻǳǊ;  Hunx and His Punx, San Francisco, CA; Hawnay Troof, Los Angeles, CA; Dat Politics, Berlin, 
Germany;  Tilly and the Wall, Omaha, NE;  multiple performances by Mark Southerland, Kansas City; and 
for SSIONΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ά{{LhbΥ .h¸ aƻǾƛŜΦέ CƛǎƘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŀƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ άtǊƻƧŜŎǘ wǳƴǿŀȅΦέ She received her BFA from Kansas City Art Institute in 2006.  

http://www.charlottestreet.org/


 
Sonie Ruffin creates fabric artworks that push textile and quiltmaking traditions in new directions to tell 
contemporary stories of personal, cultural and community identity and experience. Ruffin studied at 
Traphagen School of Design, New York, NY; 
Arizona State University, Tempe Arizona; and 
Missouri Southern State College, Joplin, MO.  Her 
work has been featured in solo exhibitions at the 
American Jazz Museum, Burkina Faso 
International Fiber, Madras Gallery, Carter Art 
Center, Truman Medical Center Healing Arts 
Gallery, Kansas City Public Library Gulden 
Gallery, Leedy-Voulkos Art Center, Vine Street 
Studio, and Bruce R. Watkins Center, all in 
Yŀƴǎŀǎ /ƛǘȅΣ ahΦ wǳŦŦƛƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ 
presented in group exhibitions at venues 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ¦Ǌōŀƴ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ƭŀ 9ǎǉǳƛƴŀΣ 
Kansas City, MO, and the National and 
International Quilt Markets in Salt Lake City, 
Utah and Houston, TX; and ǿŀǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ά¢ƘǊŜŀŘǎ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜŘ to the University of 
Missouri in Kansas City, Lincoln University of Missouri, and Tanzania, Africa.  Her work is included in the 
collections of the Spencer Museum of Art, American Jazz Museum, and Belger Art Center, among others. 
 
 Caleb TaylorΩǎ current paintings on canvas and paper employ an abstract language that builds 
tension between concealing and revealing. First creating an energetic gestural painting, Taylor 
ǘƘŜƴ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ƻōŦǳǎŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ άōƻŘȅέ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άǎƪƛƴέ ƻŦ bold, solid color, leaving small passages of 
the colorful underpainting exposed, which Taylor describes as άvoyeuristic windows.έ  Caleb 
Taylor received his BFA from Northwest Missouri State University in Maryville, MO in 2004 and 

his MFA from Montana State University in 
Bozeman, MT, in 2008. His work has been 
presented in solo and two-person exhibitions 
ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ [ŀǘŜ {Ƙƻǿ ŀƴŘ .ŜƎƎŀǊΩǎ ¢ŀōƭŜ DŀƭƭŜǊȅ 
in Kansas City, Snowflake/Citystock in St. 
Louis, and at the Helen E. Copeland Gallery, 
Emerson Center for Art and Culture, and the 
Waller-Yoblonsky Gallery, all in Boseman, 
MT.  His work has also been included in 
group shows at venues including Brooklyn 
Gallery, New York, NY; Urban Culture 
tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ Paragraph Gallery, Kansas City, MO;  
Dolphin Gallery, Kansas City, MO;  Cue Art 
Foundation , New York, NY; Danforth Gallery, 
Livingston, MT; and Long Beach Art 
Foundation , Loveladies, NJ. Taylor 

completed a residency at Vermont Studio Center in Johnson, VT in 2009, and is currently an 
Urban Culture Project Studio Resident at pARTnership Place. He is the recipient of a Joan 
Mitchell Foundation MFA Grant and an Arts KC Inspiration Grant.  

 
Selection Process: 
A rotating panel of Awards Advisors is responsible for selecting Charlotte Street Foundation Awards 
Fellows each year.  The 2010 committee included three local advisors:  Maria Buszek, Associate Professor 



of Art History, Kansas City Art Institute; James Martin, independent curator and art writer; and Stacy 
Switzer, Artistic Director, Grand Arts.  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘǿƻ ±ƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ /ǳǊŀǘƻǊǎκbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊǎ were Russell 
Ferguson - Chair, UCLA Department of Art; former Deputy Director and Chief Curator, Hammer Museum, 
LA, and Gregory Volk, New-York-based independent critic and curator, and frequent contributor to Art in 
America. Charlotte Street Foundation Founder/Director David Hughes, Jr. and Associate Director Kate 
Hackman oversee the selection process but are not voting members of the Committee.  
 
Each of the Awards Advisors nominated a selection of Kansas City area artists for consideration. 
Nominations were also invited from a panel of Community Advisors, which this year included Adolfo 
Martinez, artist/2008 CSF Visual Artist Award Fellow;  Frank Uryasz, art collector and arts patron; EG 
Schempf, photographer; Julia Cole, Chair, Interdisciplinary Arts, Kansas City Art Institute; Jaimie Warren, 
artist/2009 CSF Visual Artist Award Fellow; Gregory Glore, art collector and arts patron; Chris Cook, 
Director, Salina Art Center; and Kelly Seward, Arts Council of Metropolitan Kansas City. Community 
Advisors are selected annually by the Awards Advisors. 
 
 A non-profit organization, Charlotte Street Foundation (CSF) supports and recognizes outstanding artists 
in Kansas City; presents, promotes, enhances, and encourages the visual and performing arts; and fosters 
economic development in the urban core of Kansas City, Mo.  On all levels, CSF places artists at the 
center of its mission and has built an infrastructure that depends on and reflects their involvement. As a 
result, CSF continually evolves in response to artist ƛƴǇǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
ecosystem.  For more about Charlotte Street Foundation and its activities, visit www.charlottestreet.org. 
 
Images featured: page 1, Ari Fish, Templars without Jerusalem Collection, 2008; p.2, Sonie Ruffin, 
Community, 2007, ŎƻǘǘƻƴΣ рΦрΩȄпΩ; Caleb Taylor, Yellow Window, 2009, acrylic, gouache, pencil on paper, 
мрέȄмтέΦ  


