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Postcard art has message about memory

By RICK HELLMAN, Editor

There’s a new Jewish artist in town. Best known for her conceptual works and
installations, Judith G. Levy has garnered a high-profile commission that will showcase a
group of sly-but-serious two-dimensional works on a busy downtown street for the next
12 months. (See below for details)

The theme of the exhibit is in keeping with her recent artistic explorations of the nature
of memory. “Panoramic Postcards” was commissioned by City Center Square for its
south-facing windows on 12th Street, just west of Main Street. The Urban Culture
Project, an offshoot of the Charlotte Street Foundation, facilitated an open call to
artists, asking for proposals that related to the U.S. Postal Service office located within
City Center Square.

Levy's 'Alberston Square, Hopeland, Mo.' postcard

Levy’s winning proposal features four 2-by-5-foot images resembling old panoramic
postcards, mounted in the window space. The faux postcards, Levy says, were created
digitally, using parts of other vintage cards she scrounged. The titles give them their
socio-political resonance.

“Each one uses (pieces from) eight to 12 old postcards to create the new image,” Levy



said. “My work is customarily about history, memory and how we understand the past. |
made postcards where each one has a significant political or social or cultural meaning.”

Each of the postcards illustrates a place that exists only in Levy’s imagination.

For example, she said, “Hopeland, Missouri” is about “how the growth of American
cities was very exciting and ... cities needed to address the recreational needs of
working-class people.”

“Frederick Douglass Park, Valor, Virginia” addresses the nation’s legacy of slavery.

“Splendid Country Roads, Refuge Co., South Dakota” is a pastel-colored take on the Trail
of Tears.

Levy said she created the postcards “painstakingly” on her computer, using Adobe
Photoshop. “Many hours go into it,” she said. llluminating fact

“ use fiction to illuminate fact,” Levy said. “It is a way of addressing history, politics and
culture and provoking thinking around all of that.”

Levy, who moved to Lawrence, Kan., two years ago with her partner, a KU professor,
had solo and group shows in both of her previous residences — Indianapolis and
Minneapolis. She is a native of New York and has a bachelor’s degree in art from the
city’s Hunter College. She has rented a studio space in the West Bottoms of Kansas City,
Mo., and says she’s loving KC’s art scene and preparing for a solo gallery show here next
year.

Last year, her large, commissioned piece, “Memory Cloud,” hung in the foyer of the
Indianapolis Museum of Art. It was composed of dozens of single-slide viewers,
suspended from the ceiling on chains, each containing a slide Levy had collected from
Midwestern family garage sales and the like. Some of the slides could be seen by
viewers, and some could not. Levy also makes videos, and that will be the focus of her
solo show, “The Last Descendants,” set for KC's Paragraph Gallery, 25 E. 12th St., in
September 2011. As Levy explains it, the videos will convey her interviews with “the last
descendants of famous people” from the Midwest.

“I make installations, videos, performances and two-dimensional work. | do whatever
suits the project,” Levy said. “l am trying to make the medium work for me.” Get your

own ‘Panoramic Postcard’

As part of her “Panoramic Postcards” project at City Center Square, artist Judith G. Levy



will distribute free, sender-friendly-size versions of the cards on the street outside the
exhibit several times during the year-long course of the installation. Weather
permitting, Levy will give out postcards from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday, Oct. 18, and

between 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 20, near the corner of 12th and Main
streets.
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