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Charlotte Street Foundation is pleased to announce the opening of the 2012 Visual Artist Awards Exhibition on 
October 12, 6-8pm at the H&R Block Artspace. The exhibition features new work by Kansas City based artists 
Marcus Cain, Anne Austin Pearce, and Luke Rocha, who received unrestricted cash grants of $10,000 each 
earlier this year. A curatorial panel of local and national Awards Advisors selected the artists in the spring 
following studio visits with ten semi-finalists chosen from an original pool of 125 applicants. Over its 15 years, 
Charlotte Street Foundation has recognized 77 Kansas City based visual artists with Charlotte Street Visual Artist 
Awards, totaling $512,500. 
 
2012 Charlotte Street Visual Artist Award Exhibition 
Date: Opening Reception, October 12, 6-8pm, FREE 
Location: H&R Block Artspace at Kansas City Art Institute / 16 E. 43rd St KCMO 
Exhibition Runs: October 13 – December 12 
Gallery Hours: Tuesday – Friday, noon-5pm; Saturday, 11am-5pm 
Current Perspectives Talk: November 15, 7pm / KCAI Vanderslice Hall 4415 Warwick Blvd. KCMO 
Full Exhibition Details: http://www.kcai.edu/hr-block-artspace 
 
Since opening in 1999, the H&R Block Artspace has been a key partner to Charlotte Street Foundation, 
presenting the first curated Visual Artist Awards Exhibition that year, and hosting the show every third year 
since.  Artspace Director Raechell Smith has served as a Charlotte Street Awards Advisor and Board member for 
many years, playing a central role in shaping not only the Awards program but also Charlotte Street as a whole. 
 
ABOUT THE ARTISTS  
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MARCUS CAIN:  

“Although I have been dedicated to a professional life in the arts both inside and outside the studio for 
some time now, receiving the Charlotte Street Award has reminded me that, first and foremost, I self-
identify as an artist, and this perspective has value in the world. Whatever else I may do to serve my 
community, my role as an artist has worth and is its own form of contribution. This award is allowing 
me to commit more fully to my work as an artist and to reach a wider audience, which is the truest 
kind of gift I can possibly imagine.” 
-- Marcus Cain 
 

Marcus Cain’s drawings and paintings veer back and forth between abstraction and representation, with 
the figure as a recurrent element explored in relationship to environment, physical form, and consideration 
of presence and absence. Cain’s latest paintings are part of an ongoing series of semi-abstract works that 
draw on the form of an iconic portrait head to explore a threshold between cognitive absence and 
presence. The environment within these paintings often defines an intimate space — which Cain thinks of 
as a space where breathing and communication are exchanged — while the forms themselves often appear 
to be either converging or dissipating around points of lightness or darkness, which suggest eyes or portals 
into an interior space. 
 
Cain earned his BFA in Painting and Printmaking from the Kansas City Art Institute in 1998 and has 
exhibited actively in the Kansas City area and nationally since then. Exhibitions of his work have been 
presented at venues including Dolphin Gallery, Kansas City; California State University, Long Beach, CA; Jan 
Weiner Gallery, Kansas City; George Billis Gallery, NY; Rocket Projects, Miami; Boots Contemporary Art 
Space, St. Louis; Nerman Museum of Contemporary Art, Overland Park, KS; Okay Mountain, Austin; 
Greenlease Gallery, Rockhurt University, Kansas City; and Sherry Leedy Contemporary Art, Kansas City, 
where he will have a solo show titled Wonder & Dread this Spring. Cain is currently Executive Director of 
Kansas City Jewish Museum of Contemporary Art, where he was previously curator, 2007-11. Prior, he 
served as Editor-in-Chief of Review magazine, the former Kansas City-based visual art and culture 
publication, and as Assistant Director of Sherry Leedy Contemporary Art. 
 
ANNE AUSTINE PEARCE: 

“While so very thankful for the funding attached to this award, what is of greater importance is 
the acknowledgement of my work by those in the arts community for whom I have such 
enormous respect and admiration.  This award means far more than the handful of words here 
can begin to express---thank you again, and again, and again Charlotte Street!” 
--Anne Austin Pearce 

 
Anne Austin Pearce’s ink, acrylic, and colored pencil drawings on paper are explorations of human 
psychology and emotion—our inner lives. These manifest as exaggerated, visceral representations of bodily 
forms tangled within and emerging from dense passages of gestural, abstract marks and patterns.  In her 
very newest, large-scale works on paper, Pearce is exploring the ocean and organic forms under the water, 
which she describes as “a metaphor, vehicle and resource of form for the unknowable and the 
unnameable.” 
 
Pearce earned her BFA in Printmaking from University of Kansas, Lawrence in 1990, and her MFA in 
Drawing and Painting from James Madison University, Harrisonburg, VA, in 1995. Her work has been 
exhibited extensively over the past decade including in solo shows at Work Gallery, Brooklyn (2011),  
Kansas City Public Library Central Library’s Genevieve Guldner Gallery (2011), Eppink Gallery, Emporia State 



University, Emporia KS (2010), Haidee &Allen Wild Center for the Arts, Cottey College, Nevada, MO (2009), 
University of Central Missouri  Gallery of Art and Design, Warrensburg, MO (2008); Unit 5 Gallery, Kansas 
City, MO (2008), 1912 Gallery, Emory & Henry College, Emory, VA (2007), MoMO Studio, Kansas City, MO 
(2005), and elsewhere. Her work has also been featured in many dozens of group exhibitions around the 
country, including at Betrand Delacroix, New York; Corcoran School of Art & Design, Washington DC; Next 
Art Fair, Chicago; Verge Art Fair, Miami; Cara and Cabezas Contemporary, Kansas City, MO; Milo Gallery, 
Los Angeles, CA; Townsend Wolf Gallery, Arkansas Art Center, Little Rock, AR; White Flag Projects, St. Louis, 
MO; The Late Show Gallery, Kansas City, MO; and The Shore Institute for the Contemporary Arts, 
Longbranch, NJ.  Pearce is currently Assistant Professor of Fine Arts at Rockhurst University, where she has 
taught since 1999, and director of Rockurst’s Greenlease Gallery. Visit www.anneaustinpearce.com for 
more information.  
 
LUKE ROCHA:   

"Receiving the 2012 Charlotte Street Visual Artist Award has been an important landmark and 
achievement in my career. As an emerging artist, it's helped my work reach a wider audience 
and has allowed me to tackle more ambitious projects on a larger scale. It's an honor to be an 
awards fellow, and being an admirer of the past winners and shows, I feel I'm in good company.”  

 --Luke Rocha 
 
Luke Rocha is a self taught artist who creates sculptures, installations, publications, and collages from a 
range of found materials and media. Particularly interested in the lesser-known or underappreciated 
expressions and artifacts of specific cultures and subcultures, Rocha, a consummate collector, seeks to re-
focus attention on these forms while bringing them into new dialogue with one another in the present. 
 
Rocha’s work has been presented in solo exhibitions at the Mercy Seat, Kansas City (2006) and Halcyon 
Diversified Trading, Roeland Park, KS (2010), and in group shows at venues including Charlotte Street’s 
Urban Culture Project Space, Paragraph, and la Esquina galleries, Kansas City; Around the Coyote Gallery, 
Chicago; Wonder Fair, Lawrence; Steckline Gallery at Newman University, Wichita, KS; and Mattie Rhodes 
Art Center, Kansas City. In 2010 he was commissioned to create the Chamber of Commerce’s 2010 Kansas 
Citian of the Year Award, and was a Charlotte Street Urban Culture Project Studio Resident, 2010-11. For 
more information, visit http://www.lukerocha.com 
 
SELECTION PROCESS 
 
A rotating panel of Awards Advisors is responsible for selecting Charlotte Street Foundation Awards Fellows 
each year. The 2012 committee included:  Barbara O’Brien, Chief Curator, Kemper Museum of 
Contemporary Art, Kansas City, MO; Kris Kuramitsu, independent curator based in Los Angeles; Michael 
Rooks, Wieland Family Curator of Modern and Contemporary Art at the High Museum of Art, Atlanta; and 
Stacy Switzer, Artistic Director, Grand Arts, Kansas City, MO. 
 
For the second time, Charlotte Street Foundation issued an open call for applications for the Awards, 
inviting artists living in the five county Kansas City Metro area to apply. (Previously, a nominations-only 
process was employed.)  From 125 applicants, the Awards Advisors narrowed through a two-phased 
process of on-line review and ratings to 10 artists with whom they conducted in-person studio visits in 
Kansas City in early February. From this pool of 10, the final recipients were selected based on the quality 
of work, relevance of the work to the contemporary moment and culture in which we live.   
 
ABOUT H&R BLOCK ARTSPACE 
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Since 1999, the H&R Block Artspace at the Kansas City Art Institute has been dedicated to presenting 
quality exhibitions of contemporary art and a range of public programs for a growing audience of students, 
educators, artists, arts enthusiasts and the general public. 
 
The Artspace is located at 16 E. 43rd St., one block east of Main Street. Public hours are noon to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday. Admission is free. The Artspace will be open by 
appointment only December 16 through January 12 and March 16 through 20, 2010.  
 
For more information about the Artspace and public programs, visit http://www.kcai.edu/hr-block-
artspace. To schedule a group visit or gallery talk with Artspace staff, call 816-561-5563. 
 
ABOUT CHARLOTTE STREET  
Over 15 years, Charlotte Street has challenged, nurtured, and empowered thousands of artists, distributed 
over $775,000 in awards and grants to artists and their projects, and connected individual artists to each 
other and to the greater Kansas City community. Charlotte Street – with its community of artists – strives to 
be a primary catalyst in making Kansas City a vibrant, creative metropolis, alive with collaboration, passion, 
ideas, and surprise. For more information about Charlotte Street, its awards, programs, and initiatives, visit 
www.charlottestreet.org 
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