
 
 
Lauren Cornell has tracked developments in contemporary art 
and emerging technology in positions as Executive Director of 
Rhizome and Adjunct Curator at the New Museum, NYC. After 
seven years at Rhizome, she recently stepped down as its 
director, to serve as and full-time curator at The New 
Museum, New York, and as a new core faculty member 
at Bard Center for Curatorial Studies. While at Rhizome, 
Cornell oversaw and developed a range of programs 
supporting the creation, presentation and preservation of art 
engaged with technology. In April 2010, she organized the 

influential Rhizome program Seven on Seven which paired seven leading artists with seven game-changing 
technologists in teams of two, and challenged them to develop something new over the course of a single day. 
Cornell curated Free, her first major exhibition for the New Museum in October 2010. At the New Museum, she 
has also co-curated exhibitions including The Generational: Younger Than Jesus; the Museum's inaugural 
exhibition Unmonumental; and a solo show of works by Young-Hae: Change Heavy Industries. In addition to her 
curatorial work at the New Museum, Cornell organizes the monthly New Silent Series, featuring screenings, 
events and performances by emerging artists.  Previously, Cornell worked as a curator and writer in London and 
New York. She worked in the Andy Warhol Film Project at the Whitney Museum and, from 2002-2004 she served 
as Executive Director of Ocularis, an organization dedicated to avant-garde cinema, video and new media. Her 
writing has been published in a range of international publications, including Kaleidoscope, Artforum.com, 
Modern Painters and the Paris Review. 
 
 

 
Franklin Sirmans was appointed in 2010 to the position of Terri and Michael 
Smooke Department Head and Curator of Contemporary Art at the Los 
Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA). Previously, Sirmans served as 
curator of modern and contemporary art at the Menil Collection in Houston 
and curatorial advisor at P.S.1. Contemporary Art Center, an affiliate of the 
Museum of Modern Art, New York. His recent exhibition—Face Off: A 
Selection of Old Masters and Others at The Menil Collection—juxtaposed 
past and present artworks and is of particular relevance to LACMA's ongoing 
dialogue between contemporary art and art history. He is well known for his 
interest in reaching outside of traditional visual art parameters into music, 
performance, and popular culture. Sirmans has organized notable exhibitions 
such as NeoHooDoo: Art for a Forgotten Faith at The Menil, an examination 
of spirituality in contemporary art and Basquiat, a show of Jean-Michel 
Basquiat’s painting, which appeared at L.A.’s Museum of Contemporary Art 
in 2005. Prior to working at The Menil, Sirmans was an editor at Flash Art and 
prior to that he worked in the publications department of Dia Center for the 
Arts. He was recently named one of the inaugural Gold Rush Awards 
recipients from Rush Philanthropic for contributions to social awareness 

through the arts, and he is the 2007 David C. Driskell Prize Winner. Sirmans graduated with honors from 
Wesleyan University. 
 


