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NEW MISSOURI BANK CROSSROADS ART THROUGH ARCHITECTURE “ARTBOARDS”  

TO DEBUT IN TIME FOR FIRST FRIDAY NOVEMBER 2, 2012 

 
 

The Missouri Bank Crossroads Branch, 125 Southwest Boulevard, KCMO, will debut four new large-scale commissioned 
images by Kansas City artists Rachelle Gardner and Stephen Proski  on its “Artboards” in time for First Friday, 
November 2,  2012.  Installed on the exterior, double-sided billboards rising above the bank, the “Artboards” are visible 
to the public all hours of the day, and will remain on view through the end of January 2013. 
 
Playing on the idea that billboards are typically utilized as a way of advertising commercial products or services on a 
large scale, Raechell Gardner’s Artboards images are of fiber artworks she created to represent the largest structures in 
the universe presently known to mankind: galaxy superclusters. Inspired by the likes of Carl Sagan and Neil Degrasse 
Tyson, she seeks with these images to remind us of what constitutes a “big deal on a universal level” and how far 
human knowledge has come. “In the face of our daily lives, it is easy to lose perspective on the true scale of things,” 
says Gardner. “I offer these billboards as an advertisement for the mysteries of the universe and mankind’s 
unquenchable thirst to solve them. 

 
Stephen Proski’s Artboards reflect his ongoing experimentation with text as medium, and his playful and humorous 
examination of art’s role in our society. In the case of his Artboards, the letters “KCMO” simply and obviously speak to 
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the location of the billboards, and their display in the public realm functions as an advertisement of sorts for our city 
and community itself, which the artist fully embraces. At the same time, Proski, a painter, treats these letters as purely 
formal elements, using them as a means of exploring painterly interests of color, line, and composition. Proski’s 
Artboards are thus at once immediately “readable” graphics and pure abstract paintings, with the artist wryly inserting 
“fine art” into the framework of public signage.   
 
“I am a product of the city,” says Proski. “I walk everywhere, and with that I am constantly searching for moments or 
ideas within the landscape of the streets. Whether it be traffic barricades, signs and posters, spray paint on a building, 
or stickers peeling off of a lamp post, these things have come to serve as an influence in my work.  As an artist not only 
working with text, but also shapes and symbols and color, I find myself wanting to reference or contribute to the 
dialogue which billboards are able to create.” 

 
ABOUT THE ARTISTS: 
 
Rachelle Gardner received her BFA in Interior Architecture from Kansas State University. She worked as a woodworking 
and design apprentice before being drawn back to her innate passion for the fine arts. As a mixed media artist, she now 
focuses on fibers and textiles. Influenced by the passing down of handcraft from one generation to another, Gardner 
strives to re-contextualize traditional craft.   
 
Gardner is a former Charlotte Street Urban Culture Project Studio Resident, the recipient of an Arts KC Fund Inspiration 
Grant, and the recipient of a Presidential Scholarship to Anderson Ranch Art Center. Her work has been exhibited in the 
Kansas City area at venues including  Kansas City Artists Coalition, McCownGordon Construction,  Lyric Theatre, BNIM 
Architects, The Arts Council of Metropolitan Kansas City, The Central Exchange, and Charlotte Street’s Paragraph 
Gallery and Jenkins windows, among others, as well as at Xavier University Art Gallery; Cincinnati, OH; Nicolet College 
Art Gallery; Rhinelander, WI; Circle Gallery; Annapolis, MD; South Arkansas Arts Center; El Dorado, AR; Chautauqua 
Institution;Chautauqua, NY; Mulvane Art Museum, Washburn University; Topeka, KS; and Next Gallery; Denver, CO. 
Visit www.rmgardner.com for more information. 
 
Stephen Proski explores disparities of perception, both to himself physically, as an artist with impaired sight and the 
inability to recognize color, and between conflicting ideals within contemporary culture. This culminates in the blur, or 
blending of delineated concepts represented in his work.  
 
Proski received his BFA in Painting and Creative Writing from Kansas City Art Institute in 2010. His work has been 
exhibited at The International Gallery, Washington, DC; Viewpoint Gallery, Schenectady, NY; and Garage 4141, San 
Diego, CA; and at Kansas City area venues including Charlotte Street Foundation’s Paragraph Gallery and Project Space, 
Subterranean Gallery, Gladstone Arts Commission, H&R Block Space , Spraybooth Gallery, and City Ice Arts, among 
others. His writing has been published in The Lawrencian Chronicle (Spring 2012), North Chicago Review (Summer 
2011), Imagination and Place (Fall 2010), Spring Formal Literary Magazine (Spring 2010), Compendium: The Birthday 
Edition (Spring 2010), Ampersand (Spring 2010), and CREO Magazine (Spring Issue 2010). 
 
ABOUT THE ARTBOARDS: 
An Art through Architecture "Art Achievement" project, the Missouri Bank "Artboards" launched fall 2008, when the 
building's existing double-sided billboards were renovated and converted into a highly visible site for work by area 
artists as part of the bank's purchase and renovation of the building to house its Crossroads Branch, completed by Helix 
Architecture + Design. Art through Architecture, a partnership of Charlotte Street Foundation and American Institute of 
Architects-Kansas City, administers the programming of the Artboards in collaboration with a panel of Missouri Bank 
representatives.  To date, the Artboards have featured commissioned works by Kansas City artists Warren Rosser, 
Jaimie Warren, Archie Scott Gobber, Miki Baird, Elijah Gowin, Emily Sall, Grant Miller, May Tveit, Allan Winkler, Mike 
Sinclair, Anne Lindberg, Paul Shortt, Adolfo Martinez, Jerry Kunkel, Deanna Dikeman, Mary Wessel, Barry Anderson, 
Luke Firle, Jon Scott Anderson, and Derrick Briedenthal, Cory Imig, Erika Lynn Hanson, Gavin Snider, and Sabrina Staires. 
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Art through Architecture (AtA) is designed to encourage collecting and commissioning work by Kansas City area artists 
through architectural practice. Through AtA, new architectural projects may earn Gold, Silver or Bronze levels of Art 
Achievement by dedicating a percentage of the total construction budget to collecting artworks, commissioning 
temporary or permanent artworks, and/or including artists on design teams.  For more information about the Art 
through Architecture program, visit www.artarch.org or contact Kate Hackman, Administrator, Art through Architecture 
Art Committee/Co-Director, Charlotte Street Foundation, at 816.994.7731 or kate@charlottestreet.org. 
 
ABOUT CHARLOTTE STREET  
Over 15 years, Charlotte Street has challenged, nurtured, and empowered thousands of artists, distributed over 
$775,000 in awards and grants to artists and their projects, and connected individual artists to each other and to the 
greater Kansas City community. Charlotte Street – with its community of artists – strives to be a primary catalyst in 
making Kansas City a vibrant, creative metropolis, alive with collaboration, passion, ideas, and surprise. For more 
information about Charlotte Street, its awards, programs, and initiatives, visit www.charlottestreet.org 
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