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Charlotte Street Foundation and Artsounds present 

 
The Machine That Sneetches Built 

 
A whimsical, kinetic, sound-producing, and interactive installation and performance 

by sculptor Bobby Zokaites and composer John Chittum, 
in collaboration with composers Andrew Seager Cole and Brad Van Wick 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

They were left on the beach, feeling happy, and new found camaraderie. There were bonfires, roasting of 
marshmallows, and joyous work. Then they noticed some parts were lying on the beach, discarded bits from star-

making machines. What better way to celebrate their co-operative existence than with some music! 
 
The Machine the Sneetches Built examines the ideas of playfulness, whimsy, Seussian metaphor, and 
collaboration. This Artsounds project, presented at Charlotte Street’s Paragraph gallery, launches with a one-night 
performance, followed by a short-term exhibition. The public is invited to see, hear, and play with this installation 
of sound-producing kinetic sculptures, games, and additional interactive elements meant to be shared by a group 
of friends and strangers. 
 
The Machine the Sneetches Built 
Performance: Tuesday, November 14, 7:30pm, FREE 
Location: Paragraph Gallery / 23 East 12th Street KCMO 64105 
Installation Runs: November 14-17 
Gallery Hours: noon-5pm daily, featuring artists on-hand to assist the public in interacting with the sculptures 
 
The Machine the Sneetches Built centers around a large music box powered by a pulley style system. Smaller 
kinetic sculptures powered by audience members will be spread through the gallery focusing on percussion 
sounds. Two stations contain video games with live scores created by the players. There will also be music in the 
background, inviting people to play along with the bells, whistles, and mechanical sounds, or by playing their own 
music.  
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The November 13 performance will kick-off with two long form electro-acoustic works: "Putney Chutney" by John 
Chittum, "Bubolz Walk" by Andrew Seager Cole, followed by guided improvisational pieces by Brad Van Wick and 
John Chittum using the kinetic sculpture, electronics, and live instruments. This improvisation will set the mood by 
showing attendees ways of interacting with the games and kinetic sculptures. Visitors will be invited to join in by 
playing the games, turning cracks, bicycling, and interacting with the music created by "the Machine." 
During gallery hours November 14-17,  Zokaites, Chittum, and others will be on hand to assist members of the 
public in interacting with the sculptures.  
 
ABOUT THE ARTISTS: 
Specializing in the construction of large scale sculpture Bobby Zokaites is a graduate from Alfred University. He 
gained much of his experience working at Franconia Sculpture Park where he helped over 100 sculptors with the 
construction and installations of their work. Currently pursuing a Master of Fine arts degree at the Arizona State 
University, Zokaites spends his free time participating in residencies including Urbana Land Arts and Wilkerson 
Studios. He has taught cast metal workshops at several universities around the country and has work in the 
private collections of Franconia Sculpture Park, Urbana Land Arts, Outer Space, Salem Artworks, and the Irobot 
Corporation.  
 
John Chittum (1984) is a Kansas City based composer, trombonist, and audio engineer. He holds degrees from 
DePauw University (BMA: emphasis in Music Education and Literature), Brooklyn College (MM: Composition), and 
is pursuing a degree from University of Missouri Kansas City (DMA: Composition). His works have been performed 
throughout the US, most notable by Remarkable Theater Brigade, DePauw Chamber Symphony, and on festivals 
such as Electronic Music Midwest and The International Biannual Electroacoustic Music Festival. His composition 
teachers include James A. Beckel, Carlos Carillo, Doug Cohen, George Brunner, Reynold Simpson, Matthew 
Burtner, and Zhou Long. John is a founding member of UMKC’s R.A.T.  ensemble, plays trombone with Kansas 
City’s Black House Improvisors’ Collective, and previously toured as a trombone soloist with DePauw University’s 
Chamber Symphony. As an audio engineer, John has had the privilege of working with acts such as L.L. Cool J, Gin 
Blossoms, The Trammps, Chubby Checker, and The Blue Notes. While not working in a musical setting, John 
enjoys multi-day cross country drives in his stereo-less 1995 Jeep Cherokee, cooking extravagant meals without 
the use of recipes, and his new-found love of biking, preferably to a quiet park with a good book. 
 
ABOUT ARTSOUNDS 
 Initiated by faculty from the UMKC Conservatory of Music and Dance and the Kansas City Art Institute, ArtSounds 
explores cross-media expression through creative concert-making. Faculty partners from each institution work as 
conspirators to produce provocative events that explore media and music, demonstrating how art sounds and 
music sees. In ArtSounds performances, vision informs hearing and hearing guides sight in this essential dialogue 
at the messy intersections of human experience.  
 
ABOUT CHARLOTTE STREET  
Over 15 years, Charlotte Street has challenged, nurtured, and empowered thousands of artists, distributed over 
$775,000 in awards and grants to artists and their projects, and connected individual artists to each other and to 
the greater Kansas City community. Charlotte Street – with its community of artists – strives to be a primary 
catalyst in making Kansas City a vibrant, creative metropolis, alive with collaboration, passion, ideas, and surprise. 
For more information about Charlotte Street, its awards, programs, and initiatives, visit www.charlottestreet.org 
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