
 
 
Charlotte Street Foundation Programs Overview 
 
Charlotte Street Foundation’s vision for Kansas City is of a healthy art ecology where artists 
thrive and contribute in meaningful ways to the cultural life of the city, fueled by the regard 
and support of an engaged community and leaders in the business, political, philanthropic 
and civic sectors. Charlotte Street Foundation programs reflect its commitment to artistic 
excellence, innovation, experimentation, and interdisciplinary collaboration.  
 
Charlotte Street’s Awards Program offers high-level recognition and direct, unrestricted 
financial support for three visual artists and two generative performing artists annually. In 
addition, Charlotte Street Foundation annually distributes $40,000 in project-based support 
to artists through its Rocket Grants program, part of the Andy Warhol Foundation’s 
Regional Re-granting initiative. To date, Charlotte Street Foundation has awarded over 
$775,000 directly to artists through these programs.  Panels of respected arts professionals 
select the recipients of these awards and grants. 

Through its Urban Culture Project, launched in 2003, Charlotte Street’s organizes, 
commissions, and presents exhibitions, performances, and events in various locations, 
including its primary public venue, la Esquina, as well as other spaces in downtown Kansas 
City.  
 
Charlotte Street’s Studio Residency Program provides free studio space and professional 
development opportunities to emerging artists for a minimum of one year. The program is 
supported through long- and short-term commitments of underutilized space in the city’s 
urban core, donated or rented at low cost to Charlotte Street by businesses and property 
owners. Current residency fellowships serve 21 visual artists and 8 generative performing 
artists and ensembles. 
 
Emblematic of its commitment to the ongoing success of artists, Charlotte Street provides 
educational and professional development opportunities for young, emerging, and mid-
career practitioners of all disciplines including one-on-one mentoring, studio visits with 
regional and national arts professionals, workshops, skill-based training, and opportunities 
to participate in regional exhibition exchanges. 

Many of these programs have been designed in direct cooperation with other leading 
organizations, including professional development workshops in partnership with New York-
based Creative Capital; Artist INC programs in partnership with LINC (Leveraging 
Investments in Creativity), the University of Missouri-Kansas City Innovation Center, and the 
Arts Council of Metropolitan Kansas City; the innovative Art through Architecture program in 
partnership with the Kansas City chapter of American Institute of Architects; and exhibition 
exchanges with arts organizations in Illinois, Oklahoma, and Texas. 

On an ongoing basis, Charlotte Street promotes awareness and appreciation of its mission 
and programs, and advocates for Kansas City’s arts community with local and national 
philanthropic, business, civic, and cultural leaders.   

For more information, visit www.charlottestreet.org. 
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